
Statement on Standing Rock 

 by Cliff Wilmeng 

December 2016 

Anytime the government is forced into doing something that it did not originally intend it can be 

considered a victory. At the same time this decision by the Obama administration comes after they saw 

to the completion of 95% of the Dakota Access Pipeline. ETP will take the decision to court and in six 

weeks Trump will take over the Army Core of Engineers. 

This is a time for celebration but also a time for renewed mobilization. The black snake is not dead until 

its body is removed from the land. We will continue to fortify at Oceti Sakowin and across all our 

communities until the full defeat of DAPL becomes a reality. Vigilance and continued effort and 

extended thanks to all that are building this ongoing fight against DAPL, toward First Nation sovereignty 

and a world free of fossil fuels and the corporate power that needs them. 

 


