
Statement #3:  Board of Directors of Florida Pagan Gathering 

 

The Board of Directors of TEG has to be responsible to all of the attendees of our events.  

However, just because we do not do as an individual or small sub-group requests does 

not mean we did not hear or appreciate sharing your concerns or advice.  It simply 

means that we have made an effort to listen to all sides of the issue, and to the best of 

our ability, make a decision for the festival as a whole.  This does not mean that further 

discussions of the issue cannot be made when opportunities and venues for those 

discussions present themselves.  If the issue is of such a polarizing one within the 

community, needing immediate attention, it would be trivial to set up a roundtable 

workshop while at festival or other event pre-planning meetings, so all voices could be 

heard in a respectful manner. 

The messages recently posted on social media by some festival guests have been libelous, 

inflammatory, polarizing, and even outright inaccurate.  The result of this has created a 

double-edged sword, cutting at each side of the group simultaneously.  On one side 

there are individuals who have decided not to attend the festival because they objected 

to certain guests who were going to be in attendance.  The vitriol in their posts has 

created an opposing group of people within the FPG family who will now also not be 

attending, as they are unhappy with the messages posted and no longer want to be 

associated with the people posing them.  The final result of this polarization has 

destroyed any opportunities for any of these people to exchange respectful views in an 

open face to face forum.  There are no winners here, just the loss to the community as a 

whole.  Longtime friendships have been broken, regards for other’s opinions diminished, 

and the loss of group diversity that the people who are no long going to attend brought to 

the festival. 

At the coming festival, in place of workshops that will now never be presented, we instead will 

attempt to hold some workshops and rituals focused on healing the community, because 

the pressing need right now is for us all to remember we are about one another, and our 

collective care for our community.  I believe we all started with the same goal.  That goal 

is the free practice of our individual spiritual paths.   

In closing, we the Board of Directors of the Temple of Earth Gathering want to affirm our 

commitment to the Florida Pagan Gathering and to the pagan community which the 

festival serves.  We affirm that the festival will be held and administrated according to 

our published policies, and that we welcome all opinions, thoughts, ideas, comments, 

and advice presented to us in a proper, timely, and respectful manner. 

 


